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Mr/Mrs

Président / prime Minister

Madam Chancellor

Mr. Foreign Minister
Re: Council of the European Union of 30 August 2014 - position on Palestine 



Madam Chancellor, Mr .Foreign Minister,  

The next Council of the European Union will be held on August 30. It is essential to have the situation in Israel and Palestine, particularly in Gaza, at the agenda of this meeting. 

According to UNRWA the cumulative death toll among Palestinians stands at 2,062. 1,450 – 70 per cent – are believed to be civilians, including 482 children and 250 women. The Israeli blockade of Gaza entered its 8th year in June 2014 and continues to have a devastating effect as access to markets and people’s movement to and from the Gaza Strip remain severely restricted. The economy and its capacity to create jobs has been devastated, with the majority of the population becoming dependent on humanitarian aid to meet basic needs. The number of Palestine refugees relying on humanitarian aid has increased from fewer than 80,000 in 2000 to over 830,000 today.
The European Union has a special responsibility in the search for a just peace between Palestinians and Israelis and end of Israeli violations of international law. The position of the European Union in the conclusions of the EU Council of 15 July and the Foreign Affairs Council of 22 July, pronouncing no clear condemnation of the Israeli aggression against the people of Gaza, did encourage Israel to commit more massacres and destruction. 

We have carefully read the conclusions of the Foreign Affair Council of August 15. We welcome in these conclusions the request to lift the Gaza closure regime, the affirmation of the unity of Palestine, the reiteration of the European demand to give full means of work, including in Gaza, to the Palestinian consensus government.

However, these conclusions seem very weak in many aspects: 

· at first, to link in the same paragraph the lifting of the closure of Gaza to the disarmament of the Palestinian groups is simply a renouncement to have the lifting of the closure come to reality: how can the Palestinian groups accept a disarmament when no protection has been provided to the Palestinians until now, and as long as the Israeli army remains heavily armed with weapons aiming at civil destruction and killing of the people? Accepting such a pre-condition is simply to follow the logics of the Israelis, and will give no way to any improvement;

· most important, the Foreign Affair Council Conclusions is acting as if European Union was a simple service and money provider, to help the demands of Israel to come to effect; there is no reason to see Israel accepting without sanctions and pressure; in such a way, European Union is condemning itself to support the demands of the strongest party, Israel.
Europe needs to speak loudly and clearly demonstrate its political will: the Council of the European Union of 30 August is the opportunity to do so, and Germany must be one of the main initiators for this step. 
Madam Chancellor, Mr. Foreign Minister,  no solution to the current crisis is possible without an immediate lifting of the closure and siege of Gaza. After all that the Palestinian population of Gaza has suffered in recent weeks, it is quite normal that no precondition can be accepted by the Palestinian parties. To let Israel imposing preconditions is to resign oneself to the closure endlessly. This lifting of the closure, as recalled by the Palestinian PNGO is also necessary for any emergency action at the level required by the present the situation. 

Consistently with the positions repeatedly affirmed by the European Union, the minimum provisions in relation to the situation in Gaza are logically the following: 
· the immediate and unconditional lifting of the closure and siege of Gaza, the restoration of freedom of movement for people and goods, the commitment to the reconstruction of the airport (destroyed by Israel in 2001 and 2002) and to the construction of the port promised several times, the establishment of a territorial link between Gaza and the West Bank planned for over 20 years by the Oslo Agreements, the restoration of freedom for fishing and agriculture;
· an effective support to the Palestinian government of national consensus, which must have the operational capacity to act and to be deployed in Gaza and who can guarantee that the lifting of the closure is performed for the benefit of the entire population of Gaza; Europe has so far left Israel trampling down its will to work with this government, which is a huge chance for peace. It is time for Europe to have its voice respected; it is no longer possible to remain at a level of words and allow Israel to block this opportunity;

· to announce and put into effect a completely new method: the privileged relations with the Occupier and the diplomacy of consensus, which claim to find solutions in full agreement between an all-powerful occupying power and an occupied people, are at work for years and only lead to disaster. Europe must change its posture and assert its will to have its proposals implemented. It must show that Israel's impunity is over, suspending the Association Agreement with the European Union on the ground of its serious and continued violations of peremptory norms of International Humanitarian Law; ending arms trade  and military collaboration with Israel, following and deepening the example of partial moves adopted by Spain and the UK (?); and clearly supporting the inquiry of the United Nations, the ratification of Rome Statute by the Palestinian Authority and the investigation of Israeli war crimes by the International Criminal Court. 

Finally, the issue of Palestinian political prisoners is at the heart of Palestinian demands, including the refusal to release the last pre-Oslo prisoners, re-imprisonment of prisoners who had been released under the "Shalit deal", and the issue of 35 Legislative Council members now imprisoned by Israel. Europe cannot ignore it.

Madam Chancellor, Mr. Foreign Minister, it is urgent. The urgency to the situation in Gaza is both humanitarian and political. We are convinced that Europe must take its place to put back on the path of peace, law and justice, an area subject for too long to the policy of fait accompli by the State of Israel. It is a question of political will, and we believe that the EU Council of August 30 must announce a completely new method to have this political will respected and international law enforced. 

Years of laisser-faire have just put all the parties to a deadlock. Time has come to make Israel understand that sanctions will come if it does not comply with the human rights of the Palestinian people and abide to international law.

With sincere regards, 

The members of the group of KoPI spokespersons. 

